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The Fantastic “Fantastic Mr Fox” 
 
We hope that you share our enthusiastic opinion of Gill Taylor’s outstanding 
production of Roald Dahl’s “Fantastic Mr Fox”, adapted for stage by David 
Wood, which played three sell out performances at the new Community 
Centre in Lifton in February.  
 
While the adults taking part all deserve warm applause, as does Jeff Boxall’s 
direction of the music, the real stars of the evening were, without doubt, the 
24 children and young people, drawn from three local schools and Tavistock 
College, who, unlike the adults, invariably remembered their lines, but also 
approached the whole experience with smiles and enthusiasm and not a 
tantrum in sight. For many it was their first venture onto a stage and we hope 
that it will not be the last. This was a true community production, which Red 
Spider Company hopes to build on in the future.  
 
 
Red Spider Committee 
 
At its AGM in March, RSC elected a “new” set of officers. We say “new” 
advisedly, as the names are by and large both familiar and of a certain age. 
This is not for lack of trying to get a new generation to take up the challenge 
for the future. The office/role holders for the coming year are: 

• Chairman: Maureen Cooke.  
• Vice Chair: Rosa Watkinson. 
• Treasurer: Martin Perry.  
• Secretary: Amanda Greenhalgh.  
• Website: Terry Southcott 

 



 
 
Bill Stuart and Jean Greenhalgh 
 
It is with great sadness that we have to record that Bill Stuart, who was one of 
the original members of RSC, has recently passed away. Many readers will 
remember Bill's performances in a great number of RSC productions, as well 
as his directing, producing and stage managing many of the productions over 
the years. He, together with his late wife, Caroline, was a longstanding and 
active member of the committee and organised many enjoyable theatre trips 
for members. His funeral, which took place on 27th March at Thrushelton 
Church, was attended by many present and past Spiders, as well as by a 
wide range of friends and relations. A rose or shrub will be purchased in his 
memory, to be planted in the Forgotten Garden at Lew Trenchard.  
 
We were equally saddened by the earlier death of Jean Greenhalgh, who was 
an enthusiastic and active member of RSC for over 10 years. Many will 
remember, with great affection, her running of the raffles at numerous 
productions, which complemented (and on occasions surpassed) the 
evening’s formal entertainment. It is proposed that a further rose or shrub will 
be planted in Jean’s memory.	
	
Play Reading 

  
A warm invitation is issued to Red Spider Company members and friends to 
take part in our next play reading night. This will be on Tuesday April 24th, 
at 7.00 pm, at Martin Perry’s house: Elmfield, Northlew, Okehampton EX20 
3NP. If you would like to come along, please RSVP to Martin (see contact 
details below). 
 
The intention is to read two of J B Priestley’s classic plays, namely “Eden 
End” and “Dangerous Corner” with a view to possibly producing one of them 
later this year. 
 
Ideas Wanted 
 
Red Spider’s committee meets regularly to plan ahead for the future, but a 
committee is only as good as the sum of its parts and some of those parts 
are, as has been noted already, a little worn round the edges (particularly the 
chairman, who has had her arm in plaster for the last month). What we would 
very much like is as much input as possible from our members and friends. 
Please, if you would like to contribute thoughts, however tentative, contact our 
chairman, Maureen Cooke on mocooke@btinternet.com, or any other 
member of the committee (see names above).  
 
We would also welcome volunteers prepared to direct or produce future 
productions, or to help backstage, or with sound, lighting or music and of 
course to act in the plays. 
 
 
Costume Mistress, Master or Person 



 
Following Toni Kemeny’s retirement from the role of Costume Mistress, after 
sterling service over may years, we would welcome a volunteer (or 
volunteers) to take over this role, as “Mistress”, “Master”, “Person” or any 
other designation you might care to choose. 
 
Subscriptions  
 
Subscriptions for 2018 are now due and remain at the remarkably low level of 
£6.00 for an adult, £2.00 for children up to 16 years and £10.00 for a family 
(however large).  
 
If you would like to renew your membership, please contact Martin Perry, on 
martinperry.northlew@gmail.com, 01409 221376 or 07974 850029. Payment 
can be via BACS, a cheque (payable RSC), or cash andcan be sent to Martin 
at: Elmfield, Northlew, Okehampton EX20 3NP.  
 
Contributions 
 
If you would like something included in a future edition of The Web, please 
drop a line to Amanda (amandakgreen@hotmail.co.uk). 
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